Injuries in the Alaskan Arctic.
In recent years, the State of Alaska has developed a Trauma Registry data collection system on injuries which result in hospitalization or death. All 25 acute care hospitals in Alaska have agreed to participate in this Trauma Registry. Data are presented from this registry on injuries which occurred between March 1988 and December 31, 1990 in the North Slope Borough, the Northwest Arctic Borough, and the Norton Sound Region. Causes of death and serious injury are presented and comparisons made among regions and between Natives (primarily Inupiat Eskimos) and non-Natives. Use of firearms accounted for the majority of fatalities (32%), while falls were the most reported injury (19%). Trauma Registry Data can be used to target high risk groups and activities for the development and evaluation of prevention programs. This database also is used for quality assurance reviews of patient care and outcomes.